
SUSTAINABLE STEEL ROOFING
Slated for Tip Top Performance: A Sustainable, Long-Term Investment

Steel roofing:  the natural choice for any environment
Light, strong and durable, steel roofing comprises about 80 percent of the
metal roofing market, and demand for this long-lasting, sustainable roofing
material continues to rise.  Builders, as well as business and home owners,
like the long life of a steel roof. It is made from a zinc-coated steel that
provides excellent corrosion resistance and weatherability, giving the roofing
system long life.  The steel itself boasts a minimum of 25 percent recycled
content.  In addition to being much lighter and stronger than traditional
roofing materials, steel roofing systems offer a wide variety of shapes and
colors, allowing them to resemble different styles and materials.  Use of
steel roofing in regions of frequent snowfall is growing thanks to its snow-
shedding ability, while on the West Coast, steel is used for its light weight
and n o n c o m b u s t a b i l i t y, which are attractive features in seismic areas.

Steel roofing: puts the lid on costs
Steel roofing is extremely durable.  Prepainted steel roofs can easily last 30 years or more.  Steel will not crack, shrink or
otherwise react to the effects of humidity and sunlight, extending the roofing system’s life beyond other materials.  Steel is
noncombustable, enhancing safety in the case of lightning strikes or other ignition sources, and is not an inviting habitat for
termites and other insects. In new construction projects, light-weight steel roofing reduces internal structural support
requirements, lowering material costs and labor. Disposal costs are a routine part of cost estimates given for re-roofing jobs;
h o w e v e r, with steel roofing systems, disposal costs are minimized.  Steel roofing is lightweight and can often be installed
directly over most old roofs, resulting in quicker installation time and less material that ends up in the landfill.  

Steel roofing: the peak of recycling performance
In addition to its long life, a steel roofing system will give back to the environment long after it is removed from service.
Even after decades of protecting a structure, steel roofing systems are completely recyclable when separated from other
materials during the demolition process.  The steel from roofing systems is as recyclable as the steel cans, cars and
appliances recycled through community recycling programs.  It won’t be long after the steel roof is removed that it will be
a part of a new steel product. For nearly as long as steel has been made, steel scrap has been a key ingredient in the
steelmaking process.  All new steel is actually made from a mixture of steel scrap and other necessary raw materials,
creating its minimum of 25 percent recycled content.  This recipe for recycling has long been driving steel recycling
accomplishments.  For the past 50 years, more than 50 percent of the steel produced in the United States has been
recycled.  Today, about two-thirds of the steel produced each year is recycled by the steel industry’s scrap-hungry
furnaces. An extensive steel recycling infrastructure has developed around this need for steel scrap.  When a structure
with a steel roof is demolished, the steel is not landfilled but sent to one of more than 2,000 ferrous scrap processors
that prepare steel scrap for recycling.  Then, this desirable steel scrap is shipped to the steel mill for recycling into new
steel and, ultimately, into new products.

About steel recycling
Steel has long been North A m e r i c a ’s most recycled material. For the steel industry, using old steel products and other forms
of ferrous scrap to produce new steel lowers a variety of steelmaking costs and reduces the amount of energy used in the
process by 75 percent. T h a t ’s why more than 60 million tons of steel scrap are recycled each year. In fact, more steel is
recycled than paper, aluminum, glass and plastic combined. As an end result, recycling steel scrap also saves landfill space
and natural resources. Steel roofing materials, like other steel products, are a part of the steel industry’s massive
recycling efforts. What’s more, all new steel made in North America contains recycled steel. Parts of new steel roofs may
have once been a part of an automobile, refrigerator or soup can. Choosing a steel roofing system means buying and
using a product that contains recycled steel and that will be recyclable at the end of its useful life.

About the Steel Recycling Institute
The Steel Recycling Institute (SRI), a unit of the American Iron & Steel Institute, educates the solid waste management
industry, government, business and ultimately the consumer about the economic and environmental benefits of recycling
steel.  SRI works to ensure the continuing development of the steel recycling infrastructure.

For additional information about steel recycling, visit the Steel Recycling Institute’s website at www.recycle-steel.org.


